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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the following 

questions.  

• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 19:21-41. Read 18:18-19:20 or listen to 
“God’s Word Grows” in the message archive. 

• Think about Paul’s ministry up to this point. How do we know that Paul had a great love for Jesus? What is 
the relationship between that love and Paul’s willingness to be led by the Spirit? What can we learn from 
this?  

• What could have happened to the churches in Ephesus, Macedonia and Achaia if Paul followed his plans 
instead of submitting them to the leadership of the Spirit?  

• Ask yourself, “How much do I love Jesus? How does my love relate to my willingness to lay my plans under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit? Is there anything in my life that is hindering my love for Jesus and 
therefore my submission to the Spirit? If so, what is it and what can I do about it?” 

• What was Demetrius’s chief concern? How did he use fear, greed, and religious devotion to manipulate the 
workers into rioting?  

• Why is the gospel opposed so strongly by those who profit from sin, especially the sin of idol worship? 
Where do we see this type of manipulation, resistance, and hostility in our society today? What can we 
learn from Paul and his ministry team about how to fulfill our calling in treacherous circumstances? 

• How do you react when someone points out sin in your life—especially when it concerns one of your idols? 
What emotions do you experience? How do you respond? Does your response in any way resemble that of 
the rioters? Explain. How can your relationship with Jesus help? 

• Why do you think the clerk’s rational argument won out over Demetrius’s emotional manipulation? How did 
God use the clerk to advance His plans? 

• What do the riot and its resolution teach us about the emotional instability of people whose lives are 
controlled by fear? What does this teach us about the importance of being led by the Spirit when we share 
the gospel so our own fear won’t exacerbate a volatile situation?  

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Research the cult of Artemis during the time of the events in Acts 19. Who was Artemis and what did her 
followers believe about her? How was she worshiped? What role did Ephesus play? What deeper insights did 
your research give to your study of the events in this lesson? 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx

